ROLE-PLAYING

“The Lesson” by Tony Cade Bambara
n the text, “The Lesson” by Toni Cade, the Narrator talks of tour experience with Miss Moore. Miss Moore is a single black woman whom the narrator and her friends hate, but their parents insist on them travelling with her to the museum. So, this one day in the summer they are visiting the museum, their parents have packed lunch for each of them, and Miss Moore pay their cab bill. They are Sylvia, Sugar, and six other children to go to the F. A. O. Schwarz toy store at Fifth Avenue and Fifty-seventh Street. Miss Moore wants the youngsters to learn that there is much more to the world than the slum area they know, and particularly for them to realize that wealth is unfairly and unequally distributed. She also emphasizes the importance of money; she gives Sylvia a five-dollar bill, tells her to include a 10 per cent tip for the driver and return the rest. Sylvia provides the driver with the payments for the bill reading on the meter, which was 85 cents and decides that she needs money, so she is not going to return the charge. At the museum, the teens feel out of place and cannot wait to go home. They are fazed by the exorbitant prices of the products Miss Moore jokes of the amount that it can pay all the bills for their households back in the slum. When they return from the trip, Miss Moore asks each of them to comment about the adventure and each of them has his/her view but no one had a positive comment about it.
